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From the moment you welcome them into your families, your 
puppy brings wonder and joy to each day. And they are not just a 
pet—they’re an important member of the family. You want to give  
them everything they need for a long, happy life.

Whether this is a first-time pet or an addition to the family, there are 
not only several things you need to obtain ahead of time but also some 
planning to do. There are entire books written on the subject, so this 
will by no means be an exhaustive list, but here are some important 
points to consider:   

  Importance of balanced nutrition for your pet
  Establishing a veterinary relationship early
  Preparing for puppy’s arrival 
  Bringing puppy home 
  Housebreaking tips
  Transitioning to adult food 

Welcoming the newest member  
of your family

For over 85 years, we’ve been focused on making sure the pets  
in your family are fed the perfect blend of high-quality, nutritious 
ingredients. Because we love pets just as much as you do. And  
we want what’s best for them. 

We are always working to provide the balanced nutrition they need  
with the flavors they crave. That way, we’ve done our part so they  
can live long, happy lives. 

Nutrena® Loyall Life® Super Premium Pet Food provides the high-quality, 
balanced nutrition your best friend counts on every day.  

Learn more about Loyall Life Super Premium Pet Food at 
NutrenaWorld.com/Loyall-Life. 
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Importance of Balanced Nutrition 

Puppies have specific nutritional requirements to support their 
growth and development. There are a lot of choices available so here 
are some general rules to go by:

   There is no substitute for good nutrition in the long-term 
maintenance of your puppy’s health. Buy the best quality diet  
your budget permits.

   Be certain the diet is complete and balanced for your puppy’s 
stage of growth. There are some breed specific diets, recognizing 
that different breeds have different health issues which can be 
managed specifically through diet.

   When in doubt, consult with your veterinarian about nutritional issues. 

What makes Loyall Life® Pet Food unique  
Every bag of Nutrena® Loyall Life® Super Premium Pet Food is formulated 
for every stage of your pet’s life. We put the health and well-being of 
your pets above all else because we are dedicated to creating food that 
can always be counted on to be reliable and high quality.   

OUR TWO PUPPY FORMULAS  
Loyall Life Puppy and Loyall Life Puppy Large Breed pet foods  
contain complete and balanced nutrition to help support your puppy’s 
growth and development and meet the nutritional levels established  
by the AAFCO Dog Food Nutrient Profile for growth.

TruMuneTM power increases  
antioxidant protection and helps 
improve activity and vitality. 

Our patented Opti-Cook® process 
optimizes quality, palatability, and 
starch digestion.

Made without corn, wheat,  
soy, artificial colors, flavors and  
preservatives and includes no  
byproducts.

Contains fruits and vegetables 
including carrots, sweet potatoes, 
blueberries. 

Includes DHA to help  
support brain & vision  
development. 

Guaranteed levels of calcium  
and phosphorous necessary for  
proper bone development. 

Guaranteed levels of Omega  
6 & 3 fatty acids support skin  
and coat health.
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Visit NutrenaWorld.com/Loyall-Life for more 
information and to find a retailer near you.
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Before bringing your puppy home, decide on a veterinary clinic or 
hospital to care for your puppy’s health. Even if you currently have a 
veterinarian for your other pets, ask when you should have your new 
puppy examined. Most veterinarians recommended an exam within  
3 to 5 days of getting your new puppy to evaluate any health issues.  
Below is a helpful checklist of what to discuss at the appointment: 

   Recommended nutrition plan 
   Recommended vaccination schedule 
   Intestinal parasite control plan 
   Preventative medications to prevent or control fleas, ticks,  
intestinal parasites, and heartworm

   Health benefits of spaying or neutering your puppy
   Benefits of microchipping
   What to do if your puppy becomes ill after hours

MAKE SURE YOUR PUPPY DOESN’T BRING HOME A FRIEND.
You’re thrilled to be taking home a puppy who will grow into a loyal 
companion. But chances are very good that your puppy is carrying 
intestinal worms. Studies show that virtually all puppies are infected, 
often from birth. To protect your puppy and family, take these  
simple precautions:

   Discourage your dog from licking people, especially on the face.
    Thoroughly wash your hands after picking up feces or before 
handling food.

   Don’t let your dog eat feces, raw meat, or animal carcasses.
    Cover sandboxes when not in use.
   Ask your veterinarian for advice. 

Establish a veterinary  
relationship early

CG_LY_PuppyGuide_121319_SinglePage.indd   7CG_LY_PuppyGuide_121319_SinglePage.indd   7 12/18/19   1:01 AM12/18/19   1:01 AM



Preparing for puppy’s arrival 

Like you, your puppy requires supplies to stay fueled and hydrated, to 
keep from getting lost, to feel at home, and to stay clean, comfortable and 
happy. Fortunately, good supplies can be found at your favorite retailer.

   Dog Food: Puppies have specific nutritional requirements to 
support their growth and development. Loyall Life® Puppy and 
Loyall Life® Puppy Large Breed contain a balance of essential 
nutrients to support the all-important start to a healthy life. 

   Food and water bowls: Puppies typically eat three times a 
day, so food bowls need to be cleaned frequently. Stainless steel 
bowls work the best and harbor less bacteria than plastic or glass. 
Additionally, puppies are not delicate eaters, so a food and water 
bowl with a wider base will provide additional stability.

    Collar or Harness: Buy an appropriately sized, adjustable 
collar or harness making sure they wear it regularly. The collar or 
harness should be tight enough to fit two fingers between it and 
your puppy. Remember to check it weekly as your puppy grows 
and buy a new, larger one as needed. 

   Leash: Puppies are not born knowing how to walk on a leash. 
This is an important socialization skill that they must learn. The 
leash should be 4 to 6 feet long and allow you to walk comfortably 
with your puppy while still maintaining control. 

   Pet ID: Remember to buy a pet ID tag so your puppy has proper 
identification should they get lost. Include your pet’s name, your 
name, and your phone number. A microchip can help identify your 
dog if they lose their collar.

   Crate or Carrier: Dogs are den animals. They find comfort and 
security in an enclosed, intimate space they can adopt as their 
own. Choose a crate or carrier your dog can grow into and move 
around in but not so big that they can eliminate in one corner and 
sleep in another.  
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   Grooming: Depending on your dog’s coat, you’ll need a 
comb, brush or shedding blade. Routine brushing will keep 
your puppy’s hair coat clean and shiny and also help you 
create a bond with your new puppy.  

    Bathing Supplies: At some point, your puppy will need a 
bath. You’ll need pet shampoo, cotton balls for the ears, a 
sterile eye ointment, and towels.  

   Cleaning products: Even the most well-behaved puppy 
will have an accident in the house. Having natural cleaning 
products on hand will help with the safe cleanup of accidents. 
Consider using an enzyme-based cleaning product since 
these will break down pet odors rather than just masking them.

   Puppy pads and newspapers: Waterproof puppy pads can 
be useful under bedding and in the crate to aid in clean-up 
and help protect the floor. However, using puppy pads and 
newspapers as potty training tools only gives your puppy 
permission to eliminate in the house - behavior you probably 
want to avoid.

   Chew toys: Puppies will chew anything in their path. It is a 
natural exploration behavior, but one that can be hazardous to 
your shoes, clothes and household. Choose a variety of age and 
size appropriate toys. 

    Training Treats: They can make training much easier and 
reinforce the human-pet bond by using positive reinforcement. 
They should be small, tasty bites of flavor to reward good 
behavior and should not be overused as a meal replacement.

Visit NutrenaWorld.com/Loyall-Life for more 
information and to find a retailer near you.
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Bringing puppy home 

Your puppy will be entering a new environment—probably for the first 
time—so they want to feel safe and reassured. By preparing ahead of 
time and following these suggestions, your puppy’s transition into a 
new home will be as stress-free and pleasant as possible.

BEFORE PUPPY’S ARRIVAL
   Inside: Walk the house viewing your place from a puppy-eye level. 
Child-proof doors, check for electrical cords that can be chewed, 
move objects to higher positions such as household plants, and 
put away anything they should not be putting into their mouths. 

   Outside: Walk your yard and garage thoroughly. Put away any 
hazardous materials such as chemical cleaners, pesticides, 
fertilizers, and antifreeze. Seal off access to any dangerous places 
making sure to check for any gaps if you have a fence. Check the 
mulch in any garden beds to make sure it is safe for pets. Cocoa 
bean mulch is particularly toxic to dogs.

ARRIVAL DAY! 
   Schedule your puppy’s arrival for a day when you and your family will 
be home all day, in your normal routine, and no strangers are around. 

   If you have children at home, speak to them before the puppy’s 
arrival as they will be too excited to listen when the big day comes. 
Children, especially, need to learn how to play with a dog, how to 
give consistent commands, and what rules to follow.

   If you have other pets, the new puppy should meet the other dogs on 
neutral territory and on leash. Before meeting a cat, your puppy should 
be exercised and calm. Some initial swatting is to be expected but 
monitor both animals closely and praise both for good behavior.

   Before bringing them into the house, introduce your puppy to their 
bathroom “spot” in the yard.  

   Allow your puppy to explore the house, check out their crate and 
new toys at their own pace. Reduce exposure to loud noises and 
frantic activity during this time so that they may adjust normally to  
their new surroundings. 
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Housebreaking Tips

If your dog is going to spend any time in your home, you are going to 
need to housebreak them. While it requires attention, housebreaking 
doesn’t need to be painful—for you or your puppy. Here are a few 
simple rules:  

   Create a schedule. When you first bring them home, taking 
them outside every 30 minutes helps to avoid unwanted 
accidents. You also want to create a consistent feeding and 
walking schedule. Feed them at the same time every day and 
walk them within 15-20 minutes of eating. House training is called 
training for a reason and keeping to a consistent schedule will get 
your puppy into a routine very quickly.

   Watch your dog carefully. Pay specific attention to signs such as 
circling, sniffing, scratching and checking for a good spot. Grab them 
gently and whisk them outside before they can make their mess.

   If they do make a mess, clean it thoroughly. Have these 
supplies on hand: a good paper towel, a plastic bag, a mild 
detergent and an odor remover. You need to clean well and quickly 
because dogs respond to smell, and the smell of feces or urine will 
tell them this is a place where they can relieve themselves.

   Correct, don’t punish. If they do have an accident, correct them 
during the act, not after. They will not connect the mess and the 
act of making the mess. A firm “no” is all that’s required.

   Crate training can help. When you can’t be available, the crate 
can aid in house training as most puppies will not eliminate where 
they eat or sleep. It should be enclosed on three sides with a wire 
door to look out and big enough for your puppy to get up and 
move around, but not so big that they can eliminate in one corner 
and sleep in the other. 

   Reward good behavior. Dogs crave and respond to clear praise. 
When your puppy eliminates outside, praise him or give him a treat.
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HOW TO TRANSITION TO A  
NEW DOG FOOD  
When transitioning your dog to Loyall Life dog food, 
substitute a small amount of its current food with 
Loyall Life dog food and gradually increase over a 
seven-day period. Suggested transition is as follows:

Day 1 & 2: 1/4 Loyall Life + 3/4 current  

Day 3 & 4: 1/2 Loyall Life + 1/2 current

Day 5 & 6: 3/4 Loyall Life + 1/4 current

Day 7: All Loyall Life 

Loyall Life® Super Premium Pet Food is available in formulas for 
every stage of your pet’s life. Our formulas were created to meet the 
special nutritional needs of your pets, from puppies to senior dogs. 

When your puppy will transition to adult food depends on its 
breed type and size. Puppy formulas are typically recommended 
for small to medium sized dogs for 9 to 12 months of age and for 
large to giant sized dogs for 18 to 24 months of age. 

When in doubt, consult with your veterinarian who can tell you 
when it’s the best time to switch from puppy to adult food. 

Loyall Life for a lifetime

Visit NutrenaWorld.com/Loyall-Life for more 
information and to find a retailer near you.
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Visit NutrenaWorld.com/Loyall-Life for more  
information and to find a retailer near you.
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